THE
TRAFALGAR ROLL

Containing the Names and Services of all Officers
of the Royal Navy and the Royal Marines who
participated in the Glorious Victory of the
21st October 180§, together with a
History of the Ships engaged
in the Battle

BY

COLONEL ROBERT HOLDEN MACKENZIE
F.S.A. Scor.

LONDON
GEORGE ALLEN & COMPANY, LTD.
44 & 45 RATHBONE PLACE
1913

[All rights reserved]

Google



National Maritime Museum Series
A facsimale published by Cornmarket Press
London 1969

Google



Published by Cornmarket Press Limited
42/438 Conduit Street London W1R ONL
Printed vn England
7191 2033 0

Google



THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

Google



Original from
PENN STATE

Digitized by Google

21b00b-sn-pdgasn ssadde/bio-1snaityiey-mmm//:dily / pezritbip-o1b6oo9 ‘sailels paiTun @yl UT uTewoq dT)gnd
S08550.00000 3sd//zez/32u 2 puey 1py//:sdily / IW9 8S:6T 81-50-070C U0 AITSISATUN BURTPUI 1B PI3eJ2U99



Original from
PENN STATE

Digitized by Google

21b00b-sn-pdgasn ssadde/bio-1snaityiey-mmm//:dily / pezritbip-o1b6oo9 ‘sailels paiTun @yl UT uTewoq dT)gnd
S08550.00000 3sd//zez/32u 2 puey 1py//:sdily / IW9 8S:6T 81-50-070C U0 AITSISATUN BURTPUI 1B PI3eJ2U99



Printed by BALLANTYNE, HANsSON & Co.
At the Ballantyne Press, Edinburgh

Google



“ ENGLAND EXPECTS THAT EVERY MAN
WILL DO HIS DUTY”
Nelsonw's last Signal

Google



PREFACE

IT is not proposed in this publication to add another to
the many existing accounts of the battle of Trafalgar.
The story has often been told. . Nor are there wanting
memorials of the great fight and of the principal actors
in the historic scene. But the literature on the subject
cannot be said to be complete until the names of all the
officers of the Royal Navy and the Royal Marines who
by their valour contributed to the day’s success have
been placed on permanent record. During the hun-
dred and seven years which have elapsed since the
supremacy of Great Britain’s sea power was established
on the memorable 21st of October 1805, no such
record has been attempted, although the military
victories of Blenheim and Waterloo have each
their biographical roll. The present is an effort to
repair this omission, by one for whom the life of
the great Admiral has always possessed a peculiar
fascination.

The preparation of these pages has demanded con-
siderable application and research, not unaccompanied
by many difficulties inseparable from the customs of
the naval service a century ago. For instance, the fact
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viii THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

of a young gentleman’s name appearing in the ship’s
books of the period is no proof of that individual having
been actually present : it frequently happened that he
was in the nursery or at school. Great difficulty has
also been experienced in tracing the services of others
who, in accordance with the practice of the times, were
borne in inferior ratings at Trafalgar, and subsequently
attained commissioned rank.

I have given a short history of the British ships
engaged in the battle, agreeing, as I do, with Admiral
Mahan in his Life of Nelson, that «in Naval Biography
and History, distinguished ships have a personality
only less vivid than that of the men who fought
them.” /

In times like the present, when medals and de-
corations are distributed with profuse liberality, it is
melancholy to reflect that, with the exception of the
admirals, and the captains of ships, who were rewarded
with gold medals, comparatively few of those who con-
tributed to the victory of Trafalgar received any official
recognition of their services: the majority had gone
to their last berths by the time Queen Victoria, on the
1st June 1847, nearly forty-two years after the fight,
graciously repaired the omission of her predecessors
by bestowing a silver medal with clasps on the sur-
vivors of the various actions, including Trafalgar,
fought between 1793 and 184o0.
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PREFACE ix

It is probably not generally known that there were
present at Trafalgar, as supernumeraries in His Majesty’s
ships, six Russian naval officers, of whom one died of
wounds ; and that the Spanish statesman and soldier,
Count de Alava, the friend and confidant of Welling-
ton in his Peninsula and Waterloo campaigns, fought
against us at Trafalgar as a naval officer in his uncle’s
flagship, the Santa Ana.

General Drouot, of the Artillery of the Imperial
'Guard, like the 2nd and 16th Regiments of the Line,
served in the French fleet at Trafalgar, They were
again our foes at Waterloo; while their 22nd, 34th,
and 7oth Regiments, which were with Grouchy not
many miles away, had also as marines met the fire
of our sailors at Trafalgar. It is somewhat remarkable
that although every French line-of-battle ship, and
the five regiments which served as marines, had with
them at Trafalgar the Eagles which Napoleon had
presented to them on the Field of Mars in 1804, not
one of these trophies fell into our hands, They were
somehow disposed of surreptitiously.

To Mr. G. E, Wheatly Cobb of Caldicot Castle,
Monmouthshire, whose patriotism and public spirit has
saved from the ship-breakers, and preserved to the
nation, the Foudroyant and the Implacable, battleships
intimately associated with the glorious life of Nelson,
I am under a particular obligation for much valuable
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X THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

assistance and advice, I have to thank the publishers
of the Umsted Service Magassne, in the pages of which
this Roll first appeared, for permission to reproduce
it in book form. And I have derived considerable
information from the interesting roll of the recipients
of the Naval General Service Medal, compiled and
kindly placed at my disposal by Lieut.-Colonel D. N,
Hailes, Royal Marines.

R. H. MACKENZIE.
1913.
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THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

H.M.S. VICTORY, 104 GUNS

Vice-Admiral,
and Comman-

der-in-Chief
Captain .
Lieutenants

Master . .

Master’s Mates

Midshipmen *

}Horatio, Viscount Nelson, K.B. (1). Killed.

Thomas Masterman Hardy (2).
John Quilliam (3).

Edward Williams (4).

Andrew King (5)-

John Yule (6).

George Miller Bligh (7). Wounded.
John Pasco (8). Wounded.

George Brown (9).

William Alexander Ram (10). Ki//ed.
Alexander Hills (11).

Thomas Atkinson (12).

William Chasman (13)

Thomas Lowton Robins (14).
Charles Chapell (15). Wounded.
Samuel Spencer (16).

William Henry Symons (17)-
Thomas Goble (18).

James Green (19)-

John Carslake (20).

William Rivers (21). Wounded.

* Admiral W. W. P. Johnson, who died on Dec. 26, 1880, in his 91st year,
is stated to have been present at Trafalgar as a guest in the Victory. He
was & midshipman of the Chslders at the time.
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2 THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

Midshipmen George Augustus Westphal (22). Wounded.
(contd.) Robert Cutts Barton (23).
Richard Bulkeley (24). Wounded.
Festing Horatio Grindall (25).
Henry Cary (26).
Thomas Thresher.
John Felton (27).
Richard Francis Roberts (28).
James Sibbald (29).
Oliver Pickin.
Daniel Salter (30).
Philip Thorez (31).
David Ogilvie (32).
John Lyons (33).
James Pond (34).
James Robertson Walker (35).
John Pollard (36). Wounded.
Daniel Harrington (37).
Alexander Palmer (38). Killed.
Robert Smith (39). Kiled.
Volunteers William Randall (40).
1st Class William Ferris.
John Clay.
John Scott.
Henry Lancaster (41).
Robert Twitchett.
William Pope.
William Doak.
* Francis Edward Collingwood (42).
Ralph Nevill (42 @), Supern.
Chaplain . . Rev. Alexander John Scott (43).
Surgeon. . . William Beatty (44).
Asst. Surgeon . Neil Smith (45).
Surgeon’s Mate William Westerburgh.
Purser . . . Walter Burke (46).
Admiral’s Sec.  John Scott (47). Killed.

* Bomne as A.B,
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THE TRAFALGAR ROLL 3
Captain’s Clerk Thomas Whipple (48). Killed.
Secretary’s }George Andrews.

Clerk .
Agent Victualler Richard Ford.
Agent
Victualler’s }]ohn Geoghehan. Wounded.
Clerk .
Gunner . . . William Rivers.
Boatswain . . William Willmett (49).
Captain, Royal \

Varices . JCharles William Adair (50). Kiled.

Lieuts., Royal [James Godwin Peake (51). Wounded.
Marines . . |Lewis Rotely (52).

2nd Lieut., } A
Royal Marines Lewis Buckle Reeves (53). Wounded.

The Victory, Lord Nelson’s flagship at Trafalgar, and
the greatest and noblest of Britain's historical monuments,
was built in Chatham Dockyard from the design of Sir
Thomas Slade, Surveyor of the Navy, and was launched
on Sunday, the 7th May, 1765. Her dimensions were as
follows : length from figure-head to taffrail, 226 ft. 6 in. ;
length of keel, 151 ft. 3 in.; length of gun-deck, 186 ft.;
extreme beam, 52 ft.; depth of hold, 21 ft. 6 in.: and
tonnage, 2162 tons.

After laying quietly at her moorings for thirteen
years, she was commissioned in 1778 by Captain Sir J.
Lindsey, as the flagship of Admiral Hon. Sir Augustus
Keppel, commanding the Channel Fleet ; and took part
in his indecisive action with the French off Ushant in
the same year. She was much cut up in the engagement
in her hull and rigging, and lost thirty-five killed and
wounded. In 1779-80, she carried the flags of Admirals
Sir Charles Hardy, Geary, and Drake in the Channel,
She bore the flag of Vice-Admiral Hyde Parker, and the
broad pennant of Commodore Elliott, for a short time in
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4 THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

the North Sea in 1781 ; and was the flagship of Rear-
Admiral Kempenfelt in his successful action with the
French off Ushant, on the 12th December 1781. She
carried Lord Howe's flag with the Channel Fleet at the
relief of Gibraltar, and in the skirmish with the combined
fleets in 1782, and was paid off at Portsmouth at the
peace in the following year.

After bearing the flags of Lords Howe and Hood at
the Nore in 1790-91, she became, on the recommence-
ment of war in 1793, the flagship of Lord Hood, Com-
mander-in-Chief in the Mediterranean; was at the
occupation of Toulon and in the action with the French
fleet in 1793, and at the capture of Bastia and Calvi, in
Corsica, in 1794, in which she lost several officers and
men. After a thorough refit, she was selected to carry
the flag of Rear-Admiral Man, with Hotham'’s fleet, and
was engaged in the skirmish with the French in July
1795, when her rigging was much cut, all her lower
masts badly wounded, and shelost twenty-one in killed
and wounded. In October and November of the same
year she bore the flag of Vice-Admiral Robert Linzee,
cruising with the fleet off Toulon. During the two
following years she was the flagship of Admiral Sir John
Jervis, and played a prominent part in the great battle of
St. Vincent, on the 14th February 1797, and in the
blockade of Cadiz. Although much engaged at St.
Vincent, she lost only nine killed and wounded, but the
112-gun ship Saelvador del Mundo struck to her. It was
on the quarter-deck of the Victory that Nelson, who had
distinguished himself in the battle in the Caprain, was
embraced by Sir John Jervis on the very spot where,
eight years later, he was destined to fall, covered with
glory. Worn out and considered unfit for further active
service, the Victory was degraded to the office of prison
hospital ship at Chatham during the years 1798-1800;
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THE TRAFALGAR ROLL s

but she was not done yet, and was afterwards thoroughly
repaired and refitted.

On the recommencement of war with France in 1803,
she became, with Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy as
captain, the flagship of Lord Nelson, then Commander-
in-Chief in the Mediterranean; and in that capacity
took part in the blockade of Toulon, the recapture
of the French frigate Ambuscade, formerly a British
vessel, the pursuit of the combined fleets to the West
Indies and back, and the glorious battle of Trafalgar on
the 21st October 1805. The story of the great fight,
which commenced at noon, needs no telling here. On
the firing ceasing, the Victory was found to have lost 57
killed and 103 wounded, and was herself all but a wreck.
The tremendous fire to which she had been exposed
when leading her line into action had caused great-
damage at a very early period of the battle; and before
she herself fired a gun, many of her spars were shot
away, and great injury had been done to her hull,
especially the fore part. At the conclusion of the action
she had lost her mizen-mast, the fore-topmast had to be
struck to save the fore-mast, the main-mast was not
much better, while her figure-head had been struck by
shot and part of it carried away. Her sails were badly
wounded, and it took all the exertions of her crew to refit
the rigging sufficiently to stand the bad weather that
followed. Her trophy, the French 74 Redoutable, was
one of those that sank after the action in deep water, and
in her, as in many of the other vessels lost, went down
her prize crew of gallant British seamen. On the 3rd
November the Victory sailed from Gibraltar on the
melancholy but proud duty of conveying the body of the
dead hero to England. She reached Spithead on the
4th December, and Sheerness on the 22nd, where
Nelson’s body was removed to a yacht for conveyance
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6 THE TRAFALGAR ROLL

to Greenwich and St. Paul’s. During the ceremony of
removing his remains, the hero’s flag, which had flown
half-mast ever since the action, was lowered for the last
time. The Victory then went to Chatham, was paid off

on the 16th January 1806, and underwent another

thorough repair.

From 1808 to 1812 she carried the flag of Sir James
Saumarez, as. Commander-in-Chief of the Baltic Fleet,
and was employed, amongst other duties, in the blockade
of the Russian fleet. She had during that time for a
short period borne the flag of Admiral Sir Joseph Yorke
with asquadron which took reinforcements to Wellington.
After Sir James Saumarez’ flag had been rehoisted in her,
her boats performed distinguished service in the capture
of a number of Danish gunboats on the 2oth September

- 1811. She arrived in England at the end of 1812, and

was paid off at Portsmouth on the November, when the
last active service of the glorious old ship ended. 1t was
proposed to send her to sea again in 1815, and no fewer
than six admirals, when applying for commands, named
the Victory as the vessel they would wish to have as flag-
ship. In 1824 she was made flagship in Portsmouth Har-
bour, and has ever since, with but few intervals, continued
to bear the flags of admirals who, like her, have spent their
lives in the service of their country, and terminate their
active careers by holding the highest post in the British
Navy—the command at Portsmouth. In 1903 she
narrowly escaped sinking at her moorings. The con-
demned ship Neptune, breaking adrift when being towed
out of harbour, collided with the old ship and made
a large hole in her, and it was only by the promptest
measures she was carried safely into dock. She still
carries the flag of the Commander-in-Chief, but is used
for no other active work, and has only a marine guard of
ship-keepers aboard; courts-martial, however, are still
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